TEMPLE MENORAH CHAVURAH
For Temple Menorah members who desire to be part of a more intimate community within the
congregation we invite you to join in a new
What is a Chavurah? The word Chavurah comes from the Hebrew word “chaver,” meaning friend.
It is a small group of Temple families who want to share, learn, celebrate and enjoy Jewish life
together in an informal friendly setting. Chavurah members form lasting bonds by creating a
caring community.
Why do people join a Chavurah? People join for many reasons; the most important is the desire
for community. People want to be with others to share experiences, explore values and develop
friendships. Chavurah is a way to experience the synagogue and to develop a sense of intimacy
with the entire congregation by breaking down the total size of the congregation into smaller
groups. As your kids grow, a Chavurah fosters a deep feeling of connection to other Jewish families
and the synagogue, and that Temple Menorah is a place where some of your most important
friendships reside. A Chavurah can be especially wonderful in celebrating life cycle events
together and when necessary, provide comfort and support during times of sadness, illness, and
loss.
How does a Chavurah work? Chavurot range in membership from about 6 to 10 families (or 10
to 24 people). They meet regularly, at least once a month, usually in the homes of the members on
a rotating basis, but often go to different venues (plays, movies, museums, etc.) Attending these
meetings on a regular basis will ensure the success of the group. Each group appoints a president
who, with help, organizes the programs.
What will a Chavurah do for me?
Celebrate Holidays: Whether it is a Havdallah service, a Purim celebration, or Shabbat, celebrating
holidays as a group can be filled with meaning. A Chavurah can give you the opportunity to take
part in home celebrations in a supportive environment, combining fun and creativity to bring
added meaning to the holidays with each new year.
Learn New Things: Your Chavurah might choose to invite speakers to discuss topics which interest
you, from the Middle East to the latest Jewish bestseller.
Share a Special Interest: Your Chavurah might focus on a shared interest such as literature,
cooking, biking, or theater. Or, your Chavurah could focus on doing social action projects to help
our world.
Become Part of an Extended Family: Your Chavurah might choose a different type of activity for
each month, combining study, celebration, socialization, and most of all, fun! What’s important is
that you will create strong bonds of friendship with your other Chavurah members.
If you are interested in participating in a Chavurah with people of similar interests and
backgrounds, to informally meet together, share and learn, we encourage you to complete the
Chavurah application attached.

CHAVURAH APPLICATION
Once we receive your completed Chavurah application, we will try to match you with other Temple
Menorah members with similar interests, backgrounds and requests. You will be contacted in
regard to your Chavurah placement. Please note that it may not be possible to place you in a
Chavurah that matches all of your desired criteria.
1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Member 1
Last Name _________________________________
First Name ________________________________
Cell Phone _________________________________
Birthdate ___________________________________
Home Phone _______________________________
Email Address _____________________________
Address ____________________________________

Member 2
Last Name ___________________________________________
First Name __________________________________________
Cell Phone ___________________________________________
Birthdate ____________________________________________
Email Address ______________________________________
City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Children’s Name, Age, and Current School Grade and Religious School Grade (if applicable)

Have you ever been in a Chavurah? If so, where/when? ______________________________________________
Adult Interests/Activities:

Children’s Interests/Activities:

Please rank the following in their importance to you (1,2,3…8) with 1 being the most important

_____Celebration of Holidays
_____Religious emphasis
_____Study emphasis
_____Community Service
Your Age Group
( ) under 30 ( ) 31 to 40

_____Create an “extended family”
_____Social emphasis
_____Social and study emphasis
_____Other (please clarify)
( ) 41-50

( ) 51-60

( ) 61+

Indicate the type of group you would be interested in joining (if multiple criteria, please rank
with 1 being the most important)
_____Young Couples/Newly Married
_____New and Expecting Parents
_____Families with Children in Preschool
_____Families with Children in Religious School
_____Families with Older Children

_____Empty Nesters
_____LGBT Families
_____Single Parents
_____Interfaith Couples
_____Other (please clarify)

Are there Temple members you would like to be in a Chavurah with you?

Is there anything else that would help in placing you in a Chavurah that meets your needs and
interests?

Do you have any specific skills, hobbies, or interests that might be helpful in a Chavurah (for
example: leading study sessions, organizational abilities, singing or playing an instrument?)

Please return this form to:
Chavurah Committee
c/o Temple Menorah
1101 Camino Real
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
Contact the Committee at Chavurah@templemenorah.org

